
Teacher Notes:

Lesson 1: Responsibility and Reading

● To practise the skill of reading retrieval
● To explore the year ahead as a fresh start that you can take responsibility over

Resources Available: 

● Teacher presentation
● Student workbook
● Online form workbook

Connect Students begin the session by discussing the word responsibility. What does it mean
to them? This activity can give you an insight into your students’ mindsets. Do they
see responsibility as positive or negative? Do they have things they are very
responsible for themselves? Do they see responsibility as something they will get
when they are older? As this is their first lesson with you, they have the chance to
make a fresh start and become more responsible learners. In English, they will need
to be responsible for: Taking part, revising new learning, practising new skills etc…
If they are not taking responsibility, they may not achieve well. This activity sets the
scene. They could imagine a responsible student in English and decide on how that
person would need to act. Use their ideas to help them make a commitment to
becoming more responsible over their studies and achievements.

Task Students will take responsibility for reading and understanding the simple text
provided. This is a fun African folk tale. They will be using this text to practise taking
responsibility and to remind themselves of the simple skill of reading retrieval. When
they are in English, texts will not always be easy and enjoyable to read. The skill of
retrieval can support them in developing an understanding of the text.

Students will answer the retrieval questions while also thinking through how this
could support them when approaching more difficult texts through out the year.

Students will answer a big question about the text using the details that they have
retrieved to support their response.

Review Students will take their ideas about responsibility from today to make a pledge to
themselves for the year. They should feel inspired to become more responsible for
making progress in English.


