
Revising Paper 2 Question 4

Step 1: Know what this question is and what the question is asking you to do.

This is the highest mark question for the reading section of this paper. You should spend the most

time on it. By now, you have read the sources several times for questions 1, 2 and 3. You should be

very aware of what the sources are conveying. This question will always ask you to compare two

sources for their viewpoints and perspectives. The examiner is looking at your response to see how

you:

● are comparing the ideas and perspectives of the writers.

● How you compare the writers’ methods (Do not feature spot! Methods can mean
anything from words to structure and how you describe the method is more important
than if you can name complicated writing methods)

● How you choose high quality references to back up your ideas

● How you identify the ideas presented in the texts

Step 2: Practice your method for answering comparison questions.

Use the two sources and the question below to practice gathering the information you need to
answer the question.

● Identify the subject and focus within the question

● Read both texts, underlining everything that relates to the subject and focus of the
question

● Narrow in to find more specific quotations that will help you build your answer

● You are looking to write approximately three paragraphs of comparison. Therefore,
you should be narrowing down on at least three comparable quotations from each
source. They should be linked and make an interesting comparison.

For this question, you will need to refer to the whole of Source A, together with the whole of
Source B.

Compare how the writers present their different attitudes and feelings about their
surroundings during war time.
You could:

● Compare their different perspectives and feelings
● Compare the methods the writers use to convey their different perspectives and

feelings
● Support your response with references to both texts



Source A The Diaries of Nella Last

When Nella was on foot in Barrow, she occasionally remarked on the signs of a nation at war.
On Sunday, 2 May 1943, she and Will were out enjoying the warm day and saw groups of
Dutch and French Canadian soldiers from nearby camps ‘strolling along’ the roads. ‘I looked
at the ugly Nissen huts, at the training planes overhead, and at the gorse, so brave and gay. I
felt “There will be golden gorse and larks when all the ugliness of huts and torn up country
roads are past and when khaki is not general wear.” I’d a queer sadness on me somehow that
not even the sunshine could dispel. But the battles that were being fought abroad rarely came
up in conversation – ‘Not one word of the war’, she might report after a day spent in the
company of others. On 24 June she remarked in her reply to M-O’s Directive that month, ‘it’s
surprising how little the war is discussed – even mentioned.’ Among her WVS colleagues
‘the chatter is of everything but the war. If war is discussed it’s in that personal way – sons
and daughters in the Services and their needs, leaves, parcels etc., points’ values, Home Front
recipes’, and similar close-to-home concerns. ‘Beyond saying “Aren’t our lads doing well?”
or “We gave ‘em it last night again,” or occasionally a queer wave passes over the town and
an “It won’t be long now” attitude is taken up’, war news featured little in conversation.

Source B As I Walked Out One Midsummer Morning, Laurie Lee

About noon, a white aircraft swinging low from the sea, circled the village, and flew away
again – leaving the clear blue sky scarred with a new foreboding above a mass of upturned
faces. Many felt, till that moment, their village to be secure and forgotten; now the eye of war
had spied them out.

Throughout the afternoon nothing happened. Families ate their meals in the street, seeking
the assurance of one another’s company. Once again the fierce sunlight obliterated everything
it fell on, burning all colours to an ashen glare. When people stepped out of their houses they
seemed to evaporate for a moment, as if the light had turned them to vapour; and when they
passed into shadow they disappeared again, like stepping into a hole in the ground. That
afternoon of waiting was the hottest I’ve known. Fear lay panting in the street like a dog. It
was as though El Gato and his men had been swallowed up in silence, or had followed the
war to another country.

Step 3: Practice your response. Write for no longer than 20 minutes.

Step 4: Further Practice and investigation

Gather together non fiction texts to use to create your own comparison questions.

Try to find texts that contain similar subjects/ people/ places etc…

Create questions that ask you to compare writer’s viewpoints or perspectives about the topic/
place/ person etc.



Practice your method to support you with getting your timing right in the examination.


