


Lesson Objectives:

✓ Develop use of descriptive language 

✓ Create your own story ideas relating to unseen images



On a scale of 1-5 (1 being not at all confident 

and 5 being extremely confident) how 

confident are you with the following:

❑ Planning your creative writing question (Question 5) – writing to 

describe

❑ Including descriptive language in your creative writing question 

(including language features)

❑ Including a variety of punctuation in your creative writing

❑ Including a variety of sentence types in your creative writing 



PAPER 1 - Question 5 (worth 40 marks)

You will be given the choice of two questions. You 
must answer only one of the two. 

You will be asked to write either a narrative (story) or 
a descriptive piece based on an image or theme linked 

to the image.



Ambitious 

Vocabulary

Linked 

paragraphs

Integrated 

discourse markers

Wide range of 

punctuation – that 

means more than just 

commas and full stops!

. , ! ? () ‘’ “” - … 

Accurate use of grammar 

and punctuation

Accurate 

spelling

Varied sentence forms
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What does adapting tone, 

style and register mean?

Making sure your 
writing appropriately 

matches the purpose.

Ambitious 

Vocabulary

Linked 

paragraphs
Integrated 

discourse markers
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What are sentence structures 

(forms)?
A sentence form is 
simply the way the 

sentence is formed. 

For example; one word 

sentences, simple 

sentences, complex and 
compound.

Wide range of 

punctuation – that 

means more than just 

commas and full stops!

. , ! ? () ‘’ “” - … 

Accurate 

spelling

Accurate use of 

grammar and 

punctuation
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o For the descriptive writing task, the most 
successful approaches used the image as a 
springboard into their imaginations, and 
balanced this with focusing on the finer, 
subtle details in the image. 

o Quality over quantity - Across both options, 
students are writing fewer (three to four 
pages) but more controlled ‘consciously 
crafted’ pieces of writing.

o Excessive planning: it’s an important and effective 
skill but students should practice allowing 
themselves sufficient time to write the piece.

o Technical accuracy has improved in the range of 
sentence types and punctuation used. However, 
it’s more effective to use apostrophes, semi-
colons and colons sparingly – and accurately.

o The same principle applies to complex vocabulary 
which only adds to the quality of the writing if 
used appropriately and correctly. 



You get an option 
between narrate or 

describe.

They will be different 
and you can’t merge 

the two. 

Today we’re going to 
focus on ‘describe’ 

An example:



For describe look carefully at the image you are given. Think 
about what it inspires you to write about. Focus on describing 
the image in detail (splitting the image into 4 sections to help 

you ZOOM IN on specific details is useful with this). 



Make sure your writing is descriptive!

Adjectives can make something sound positive or negative.
For each of the following sentences write sentence with a positive

adjective and then again with a negative adjective. 

Make them as interesting as you can.  

➢ For example: The house was cosy (positive).

The house was derelict (negative). 

▪ The man has a …………. / ……………….  Beard all over his face.

▪ The test was very ……… / …………. It took me 30 minutes! 

▪ I …………… / …………… reading books about fantasy. 

▪ It was unusually ……………….. / …………… for a winters night. 

▪ The fire was …………. / …………….. In the hearth.  



Using language for effect:

Replace the word ‘nice’ with something more 

effective. You cannot use the same word twice!

Last night we went out for a nice meal. The restaurant was nice and the walls were

painted in a nice colour of blue. The food was nice, too. I had a nice pizza and

some nice ice cream to follow. The waiters were nice and, when we left, one of

them gave us some free chocolates, which was nice of him. It was such a nice night

out that we are going to go again next week.



Thinking of ideas to get your 
story started is often the 

hardest part.

Try not to make it overly 
complicated. You don’t want 

too many characters/different 
settings. 

You need to be as descriptive 
as possible. 



The next 4 slides will contain different 
images. You have 5 minutes to answer 
the questions on each slide relating to 

the image. 

This task is intended to develop your 
ability to think of creative ideas quickly. 

Whilst you should spend some time 
planning what to write in your exam, 

you don’t want to spend too long 
planning and not enough time writing 

the content. 



Who is he?

Where is he?

Why is he 

there?



Who are the two 

men in the 

picture?

What could they 

be talking about?



You are the young child in 

the image. 

You have 5 minutes to write 

down:

> Who you are

> Where you are

> Why you are there

> How you might be feeling 



What is the building?

Why is it on fire?

Who set it on fire?





On a scale of 1-5 (1 being not at all confident 

and 5 being extremely confident) how 

confident are you with the following:

❑ Planning your creative writing question (Question 5) - writing to 

describe

❑ Including descriptive language in your creative writing question 

(including language features)

❑ Including a variety of punctuation in your creative writing

❑ Including a variety of sentence types in your creative writing 


