


Lesson Objectives:

✓ Identify grade descriptors from an example Q5 answer

✓ Develop your creative writing skills linked to a given image



PAPER 1 - Question 5 (worth 40 marks)

You will be given the choice of two questions. You 
must answer only one of the two. 

You will be asked to write either a narrative (story) or 
a descriptive piece based on an image or theme linked 

to the image.



Ambitious 

Vocabulary

Linked 

paragraphs

Integrated 

discourse markers

Wide range of 

punctuation – that 

means more than just 

commas and full stops!

. , ! ? () ‘’ “” - … 

Accurate use of grammar 

and punctuation

Accurate 

spelling

Varied sentence forms
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What does adapting tone, 

style and register mean?

Making sure your 
writing appropriately 

matches the purpose.

Ambitious 

Vocabulary

Linked 

paragraphs
Integrated 

discourse markers
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What are sentence structures 

(forms)?
A sentence form is 
simply the way the 

sentence is formed. 

For example; one word 

sentences, simple 

sentences, complex and 
compound.

Wide range of 

punctuation – that 

means more than just 

commas and full stops!

. , ! ? () ‘’ “” - … 

Accurate 

spelling

Accurate use of 

grammar and 

punctuation

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj--dWpj6jbAhXC7RQKHbnWBiEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.shutterstock.com/ko/image-vector/cartoon-brain-happy-face-lightbulb-creative-774177514&psig=AOvVaw3doKmrOK_hELsOvoMPAe6s&ust=1527587025925388


Below is a section from a question 5 answer. 
Highlight and annotate all of the language features 

you can find in the text?

The sky was black with clouds as I drove down the lonely country lane, suffocated by the high 
hedges on either side. My car had been making a clanking sound for the last 10 miles and I knew 
it wouldn’t last much longer. 

The rain began to hammer down when my car finally died and the sky was cut by lightning. My 
heart sank when I checked my phone and saw that I had no signal. Sighing, I dragged my rain 
coat off the back seat and stepped out into the raging storm. Shielding my eyes from the stinging 
rain, I searched the area for another car, a phone box, a house lit by friendly lights but could see 
nothing. The only thing I could do was walk through the ferocious weather to try and find some 
shelter…I had no other choice. 

The lane was like a river and the water was already up to my ankles, I began to get very 
frightened. There was nothing and no-one I could see that would help me. As I turned a corner I 
was faced with just another empty road in the middle of nowhere. The rain was still lashing down 
and my ears were deafened by great rolls of thunder. I desperately looked left and right and 
shouted with joy at the sight of a driveway covered by an arch of stones with stone dragons on 
either side. This was my only choice. 



Now use the mark scheme to 
decide what grade you think this 
section of the answer would be 
awarded (the mark scheme is 

subjective and the example is only 
from a section of the text). 



The sky was black with clouds as I drove down the lonely 
country lane, suffocated by the high hedges on either side. 
My car had been making a clanking sound for the last 10 
miles and I knew it wouldn’t last much longer. 

The rain began to hammer down when my car finally died 
and the sky was cut by lightning. My heart sank when I 
checked my phone and saw that I had no signal. Sighing, I 
dragged my rain coat off the back seat and stepped out into 
the raging storm. Shielding my eyes from the stinging rain, I 
searched the area for another car, a phone box, a house lit by 
friendly lights but could see nothing. The only thing I could 
do was walk through the ferocious weather to try and find 
some shelter…I had no other choice. 

The lane was like a river and the water was already up to 
my ankles, I began to get very frightened. There was nothing 
and no-one I could see that would help me. As I turned a 
corner I was faced with just another empty road in the 
middle of nowhere. The rain was still lashing down and my 
ears were deafened by great rolls of thunder. I desperately 
looked left and right and shouted with joy at the sight of a 
driveway covered by an arch of stones with stone dragons on 
either side. This was my only choice. 

Level 0 –

No marks 

No meaningful writing to assess, 

nothing to reward.

Level 1 

Simple, 

limited 

1-6 marks

Simple awareness of purpose with one 

or two relevant ideas, simply linked. 

Simple vocabulary and structural 

devices with random paragraph 

structure. 

Level 2

Some success

7-12 marks

Some attempt to match writing to 

purpose, conscious use of vocabulary 

and a variety of linked ideas with some 

use of structural features. 

Level 3 

Consistent 

and clear

13-18 marks

Writing is matched to purpose with 

clear, connected ideas. Effective use 

of structural features with coherent 

paragraphs. 

Level 4 

Compelling 

and 

convincing 

19-24 marks 

Writing is matched to purpose with 

compelling and complex ideas. 

Varied and inventive use of 

structural features with fluently linked 

paragraphs. 



The sky was black with clouds as I drove down the lonely 
country lane, suffocated by the high hedges on either side. 
My car had been making a clanking sound for the last 10 
miles and I knew it wouldn’t last much longer. 

The rain began to hammer down when my car finally died 
and the sky was cut by lightning. My heart sank when I 
checked my phone and saw that I had no signal. Sighing, I 
dragged my rain coat off the back seat and stepped out into 
the raging storm. Shielding my eyes from the stinging rain, I 
searched the area for another car, a phone box, a house lit by 
friendly lights but could see nothing. The only thing I could 
do was walk through the ferocious weather to try and find 
some shelter…I had no other choice. 

The lane was like a river and the water was already up to 
my ankles, I began to get very frightened. There was nothing 
and no-one I could see that would help me. As I turned a 
corner I was faced with just another empty road in the 
middle of nowhere. The rain was still lashing down and my 
ears were deafened by great rolls of thunder. I desperately 
looked left and right and shouted with joy at the sight of a 
driveway covered by an arch of stones with stone dragons on 
either side. This was my only choice. 

Level 0 – No 

marks 

Spelling, punctuation etc prevents 

understanding or meaning.

Level 1 

1-4 marks

Accurate basic spelling, simple

vocabulary and sentence forms 

with some use of punctuation. 

Level 2

5-8 marks

Some accurate spelling of some 

more complex words, varied

vocabulary and sentence forms 

with some range of punctation. 

Level 3 

9-12 marks

Generally accurate spelling 

throughout, including more 

complex words. A variety of 

sentence forms used for effect and 

a range of punctuation which is 

mostly accurate.

Level 4 

13-16 marks 

Highly accurate spelling, 

ambitious vocabulary and a 

range of sentence forms used for 

effect. A wide range of 

consistently accurate 

punctuation. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=8wCVxatKsZQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8wCVxatKsZQ


List 4 interesting adjectives to describe the shark:



Imagine you are in the water and this shark is 
swimming closer and closer to you, how would you 

feel? (List 3 adjectives)



You are in the water, too far out to escape quickly, when a 

shark appears out of nowhere. 

Write the opening paragraph of a short story, in first person, that 

includes the following words:

Terrified, Splashing, Gigantic, Fierce, Intimidating

Your task:

Highlight where you 
have included these 

words in your writing



Now write your 

second paragraph 

and include: 

~ 2 of the adjectives 

you used to describe 

the shark

~ 2 of the adjectives 

you used to describe 

how you would feel   





Review your writing:
Have you includes all of the following?

Ambitious vocab 
/ language 

features

Variety of 
punctuation 

(.,?!...)

Different 
sentence types 
(simple, long, one 

word)

Correct spelling, 
punctuation and 

grammar Identify which of the 4 boxes you feel you were 
successful with in your writing and which of the 

boxes you need to improve on. 


