


Lesson Objectives:

✓ Identify features of structure 

✓ Identify structural features in a given extract

✓ Review mark scheme criteria for structure 



Question 3 in PAPER 1 is worth 8 marks. 
You will be asked to analyse the whole source for this question. 

You will be asked how the writer has structured the text to 
interest you as a reader. 

Talk about how the writer:
• Focuses your attention at the beginning of the source
• How the writer changes this focus throughout the source
• Any structural features



When you analyse you 
look at something in 

detail.

Subject terminology refers 
to words used specific to 
the subject (in our case 

that’s GCSE English). 



Match the feature to 

the statement 
Beginning

Middle 

Ending 

Foreshadow 

Long Sentences 

Repetition

3rd Person POV 

Short Sentences 

Non-Chronological Order

1st Person POV 

Flashback 

Chronological Order 

How the extract 
comes to a close.

Slows the pace of 
the story/ adds 

detail and 
description.

Ideas or themes are 
repeated.

A story narrated by 
an outsider looking 
in (using ‘he’, ‘she’, 

or ‘they’).

Quickens the pace 
of the story.

A warning or 
indication of future 

events.

How the extract 
opens.

A story narrated by 
the main character 

(using ‘I’).

A scene set in an 
earlier point in time 
to the main story.

How the extract 
develops or 

changes. 

Events are not told 
in time order.

Events are told in 
the order they 

happened.

TRIPTICO: 39311



I’m running and my chest is tight and sore because my breath is rasping and
whistling in my lungs. Branches whip against my face, brambles tear at my
legs and arms and there is a voice screaming out loud which is ripping
through the trees, screaming and screaming and I realise it’s my voice.

I’m running. My chest is tight and sore. Breath rasping and 
whistling in my lungs.Branches whip against my face. Brambles 
tear at my legs and arms. There is a voice screaming. Out loud. 
The sound ripping through the trees, screaming and screaming. 
It’s my voice.

What is good about this opening to a story?
How do you think it could be improved?

This is the real opening to a story called ‘Whispers in the Graveyard’. 
What is different about it? 

Why do you think the writer has done this?



From Whispers in the Graveyard by Theresa Breslin

I’m running. My chest is tight and sore. Breath rasping and whistling in my lungs.
Branches whip against my face. Brambles tear at my legs and arms. There is a voice
screaming. Out loud. The sound ripping through the trees, screaming and screaming. 

It’s my voice.

‘Amy! Amy!’

Now I’m back at the back stream and the solid wooden fencing has been torn aside.
Blasted apart as if some careless giant had passed by and trodden on it. I stare at
the wood, not splintered or broken, but melted. Dissolved and warped. Curled aside

to make a small space. Space enough for a child to walk through. What could do
that? What power is there that would leave that mark? I hesitate, feeling the

first great lurch of fear for myself. 

‘Amy?’ I cry out. 

Nothing. Beyond me the gaping dark of the cemetery. 

There is a soft shudder in my head. A strange flicker which fastens on my fear.
Nothing calling for me this time. No whispers in my face tonight. Why? Because

Amy is in there. With one child captive, there is no need for two. Desperate, I
hurl myself at the open space and barbed wire comes up to meet me, scratching
through my skin, dragging at my clothes to pull me back. The thick bristles are

embedded in my jacket and I am caught fast, struggling on the ground. Frantically,
I unzip the front of my jacket, and draw out my arms. I leave it there and

Scramble forwards to the foot of the stream. 

Blood on my hands and fingernails, I scramble to the top. Then I leap over and
sink down knee-deep on the other side, my legs heavy with clogged and slimy liquid.

I raise one foot, looking down, expecting to see thick mud clinging there.
Nothing. Then the next leg. Nothing. But I am sinking, the ground falling away

beneath me. I am dropping down and it will close over my head and suffocate me. 
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What is the main focus of the story ?

How does the story start? 

Exposition vs plot driven

What does the writer do to immerse you in the story?

Is there a sudden change in setting or circumstance? 

Does the perspectives change?

Does it contain dialogue to drive the story or plot forward? 

Questions 

to help 

answer 

Q3



Summarise what happens at the beginning of the extract –
Are there any significant structural features to talk about?

Then what happens in the middle of the extract, how does the 
story develop? 

Are there any significant structural features to talk about?

Summarise what happens at the end of the extract –
Are there any significant structural features to talk about?

Beginning

Middle

End



Mark Scheme

Level 4 Skill Descriptors

Perceptive & 
detailed 
analysis
7-8 marks

Shows detailed 
understanding of 
structural features:
• Analyses the effects 

of the writers choice 
of structural features

• Selects judicious 
range of examples

• Makes sophisticated 
and accurate use of 
subject terminology

Level 3 Skill Descriptors

Clear & Relevant 
explanation
5-6 marks

Shows clear understanding of structural 
features:
• Explains clearly the effects of the 

writer’s choice of structural features
• Selects a range of relevant examples
• Makes clear and accurate use of subject 

terminology 

Level 2 Skill Descriptors

Some Understanding 
and Comment

Shows some understanding of structural 
features:
• Attempts to comment on the effect 

of structural features
• Selects some appropriate examples
• Makes some use of subject 

terminology, mainly appropriately

REVIEW:
Review the mark scheme criteria with what you 

have written for your beginning, middle and 
end summary. 

What do you think you have been successful 
with and what do you need to improve on? 


