
This task should be completed independently in exam conditions
with no notes. You are putting into practice what you have learned.

Read the following extract and then answer the exam question (Q3)

Animal Farm     (1945) – George Orwell

Chapter 1

All the animals were now present except Moses, the tame raven, who 
slept on a perch behind the back door. When Major saw that they had all
made themselves comfortable and were waiting attentively, he cleared 
his throat and began:

“Comrades, […] I do not think, comrades, that I shall be with you for 
many months longer, and before I die, I feel it may duty to pass on to 
you such wisdom I have acquired. I have had a long life, I have had 
much time for thought as I lay alone in my stall, and I think I may say that
I understand the nature of life on this earth as well as any animal now 
living. It is about this that I wish to speak to you.

“Now, comrades, what is the nature of this life of ours? Let us face it: our
lives are miserable, laborious, and short. We are born, we are given just 
so much food as will keep the breath in our bodies, and those of us who 
are capable of it are forced to work to the last atom of our strength; and 
the very instant that our usefulness has come to an end we are 
slaughtered with hideous cruelty. No animal in England knows the 
meaning of happiness or leisure after he is a year old. No animal in 
England is free. The life of an animal is misery and slavery: that is the 
plain truth.

“But is this simply part of the order of nature? Is it because this land of 
ours is so poor that it cannot afford a decent life to those who dwell upon
it? No, comrades, a thousand times no! The soil of England is fertile, its 
climate is good, it is capable of affording food in abundance to an 
enormously greater number of animals that now inhabit it. This single 
farm of ours would support a dozen horses, twenty cows, hundreds of 
sheep – and all of them living in a comfort and a dignity that are now 
almost beyond our imagining. Why then do we continue in this miserable



condition? Because nearly the whole of the produce of our labour is 
stolen from us by human beings. There, comrades, is the answer to all 
our problems. It is summed up in a single word – Man. Man is the only 
real enemy we have. Remove Man from the scene, and the root cause 
of hunger and overwork is abolished for ever.

“Man is the only creature that consumes without producing. […] Yet he is
lord of all the animals. He sets them to work, he gives back to them the 
bare minimum that will prevent them from starving, and the rest he 
keeps for himself. Our labour tills the soil, our dung fertilises it, and yet 
there is not one of us that owns more than his bare skin.

“And even the miserable lives we lead are not allowed to reach their 
natural span. […] no animal escapes the cruel knife in the end. You 
young porkers who are sitting in front of me, every one of you will 
scream your lives out at the block within a year. To that horror we all 
must come. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Task 2: Based upon paper 1 question 5 



Describe a peaceful scene as suggested by the above image. 
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