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• Touching the Void & Climbing the Mieje

• Paper Two

• Questions 3-4

• Introduction to Viewpoints and Perspectives



Q3 PEE Paragraphs



Timing

 This question is worth 12 marks on Paper 2 and so you 

 should spend no more than 15 mins on it.

 Whilst you can aim to write 3 P.E.E. points in your answer, it is 

better to write 2 more detailed PEE points as your effects 

should be more developed.

 EFFECTS must be clear and demonstrate that you understand 

the ‘effects of the writer’s use of language’.



Q3 Copy the question in Red & the bullet points

The Question

Look in detail at this extract, from lines 22 to 29 of SOURCE A: 

How does the writer use language to describe how Joe 
feels?

You could include the writer’s choice of:

 words and phrases (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs..)

 language features and techniques (metaphors, similes, alliteration..)

 sentence forms (simple sentences, lists, rhetorical questions..)



How does Joe feel from lines 22-29?

Joe’s 

feelings
‘Some Suggestions’

Happy

Excited

Stress free

Confident

Nervous

Draw this 

diagram

Scared

Sick

Powerless

desperate

Stupid



Rank Order

How might a reader 

sympathise with Joe? 

 Rank order these 

feelings in terms of 

importance:

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



Q3 Rank Order

Once in a rank order explain some 
of  your thinking. 

Example: 
Powerless at the top because he 
has to rely on Simon for everything.

Scared at the bottom because he’s 
in too much pain to be dwelling on 
what might happen to him if he 
can’t get down.

Possible rank order 

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



Analysing Quotations

Look at the following 5 
Quotations

Task: Copy each quotation label 
and link a feeling from the list.

Name the device 

Identify the feeling Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



1st Quotation

Name the device 

The terrible sliding stopped, 

and I hung silently against 

the slope.

 Alliteration

 Emotive words

 Metaphor

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



2nd Quotation

Name the best device 

A wave of nausea and pain 

swept over me.

 Alliteration

 Emotive words

 Metaphor

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



3rd Quotation

Name the best device 

I was glad of the freezing 

blasts of snow biting into my 

face. 

 Alliteration

 Emotive words

 Personification

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



4th Quotation

Name the best device 

There would be a flare of agony 

as the knee kinked back, and 
parts within the joint seemed to 

shear past each other with a 
sickening gristly crunch..

 Alliteration

 Emotive words

 Metaphor

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



5th Quotation

Name the best device 

I pressed my face into the 

snow, gritted my teeth, and 

waited..

 Repetition

 List of 3 

 Emotive verbs

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



Analysing Quotations

Answers



1st Quotation

Name the device 

The terrible sliding stopped, 

and I hung silently against 

the slope.

 Alliteration

 Emotive words

 Metaphor

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



2nd Quotation

Name the best device 

A wave of nausea and pain 

swept over me.

 Alliteration

 Emotive words

 Metaphor

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



3rd Quotation

Name the best device 

I was glad of the freezing 

blasts of snow biting into my 

face. 

 Alliteration

 Emotive words

 Personification

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



4th Quotation

Name the best device 

There would be a flare of agony 

as the knee kinked back, and 
parts within the joint seemed to 

shear past each other with a 
sickening gristly crunch..

 Alliteration

 Emotive words

 Metaphor

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



5th Quotation

Name the best device 

I pressed my face into the 

snow, gritted my teeth, and 

waited..

 Repetition

 List of 3 

 Emotive verbs

 Pick the feelings

Scared

Sick

Powerless

Stupid

Desperate



Now Write your own PEED/PEEL Paragraph

How does the writer use language to describe how Joe feels?

1. The writer uses _?_ to show how Joe is feeling _?_

2. Use one of the quotations from the selection you copied down. 

3. Explain how Joe must be feeling at that point using examples from the 
quote to help you.

4. Then either link to another quotation, or explain how else he might be 
feeling in that quotation.

Do both parts of 4 to aim for higher grades



Q4 Comparisons



Question 4

Which of these are true?

 Worth 12 marks

 Requires PEE

 Comparison question

 Worth 16 marks

 Requires VOLTS



Question 4

Answers

 Worth 12 marks

 Requires PEE

 Worth 16 marks

 Requires VOLTS



The Q4 Question



The Q4 Question ‘Unpicked’

General focus for comparison

Find example quotations to support. 

Think about how language, or 

structure presents the writer’s 

feelings.

Use PEE to discuss words/phrases 

in the quotation to show what 

they think or feel.



Q4 Before Reading

 Before comparing the 
two sources watch 
Mr Bruff discuss the 
question in his P2 Q4 
update.

 Then be ready to 
answer the 5Q quiz.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 1. What kind of 

question is Q4?
 Structure Question

 Summary Question

 Comparison Question

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 2. What methods can 

you write about 

according to Mr Bruff?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 3. Should you analyse 

the viewpoints of 

characters or writers?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 4. What was step 1 

approaching this 

question?

 What are the attitudes of 

the writers?

 What are the methods used 

by the writers?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 5. What was step 3 

when approaching this 

question?
 Analyse the language features? 

 Analyse the methods?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading: 

Answers

 5Q quiz.

 One mark for each 

question

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 1. What kind of 

question is Q4?
 Structure Question

 Summary Question

 Comparison Question

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 2. What methods can you 
write about according to 
Mr Bruff?

 Anything the writer’s 
used in the text, from 
structure, to language 
features, to inferring, or 
words and phrases & 
sentences.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 3. Should you analyse 

the viewpoints of 

characters or writers?

 Writers

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 4. What was step 1 

approaching this 

question?

 What are the attitudes of 

the writers?

 What are the methods used 

by the writers?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

 5Q quiz.

 5. What was step 3 

when approaching this 

question?
 Analyse the language features. 

 Analyse the methods.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Before Reading

5Q quiz.

Mark your response out of 5 marks.

 1-2 marks: review the video in 
your own time.

 3 marks: good – revise the 
question for resits & mocks in 
Nov.

 4 marks: V good – your target 
will be 6/12 marks in the exam.

 5 marks: excellent, use your 
knowledge to aim for higher 
grades.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DsWDQw4xwW0


Q4 Planning a response

1. Plan a response.

2. Use the next few slides to help plan a detailed comparison 

response to Q4

3. Highlight the quotations and annotate a brief comment next to 

them.

 Be Aware: In the exam you will have up to 5mins of 

planning time and 20mins to write your response.



Q4 Your 1st Para

Examine the 1st couple of paragraphs from each source.

Find an example from the start of Source A that shows how the 

climbers are feeling more hopeful about their mountain adventure.

Find an example from the start of Source B that shows how she’d 

underestimated how challenging the climb was going to be.

Annotate a brief comment on the INSERT about why you highlighted.



Q4 Your 2nd Para

Examine Source A lines 10-18. Find a quotation that shows the writer 

was unable to control his emotions due to the pain he was feeling. 

How does this shape his attitude to adventuring in the mountains?

Do the same with Source B on lines 15-18. How does the description 

here shape the writer’s view of adventuring on the mountains?

Annotate your comments on the INSERT booklet.



Q4 Your 3rd Para

Examine Source A lines 40-45. Find a quotation that shows the writer 
was feeling more positive about his situation on the mountain.

Do the same with Source B on lines19-26. Find a quotation that shows 
the writer was struggling on the mountain climb. Find one that shows 
she didn’t have the experience, but was learning fast & beginning to 
enjoy even the scariest bits of the climb.

Annotate your comments on the INSERT booklet.



Q4 Your 4th Para

Examine the end of each source. Compare the last lines of both texts 
and what they show about the different attitudes of the two writers.

‘Slow down a bit this time. You’ll have my leg off otherwise.’ He didn’t 
seem to hear me for I went down at an even faster pace than before, 
and the hammering torture began again with a vengeance. My optimism 
evaporated.”

Vs

“I’m really not tired but my shoulders and neck and arms feel rather 
sore and stiff and my knees are awfully bruised”

Annotate 

your 

comments 

on the 

INSERT 

booklet.



Q4 Planning

Draw a table in your exercise books (on the exam paper in real 

exams)

Source A Source B

Write your quotations from source A 

here. DON’T COPY THIS

In the exam they don’t have to be 

complete. 

Write your quotations from source A 

here.

They will help you to remember which 

parts of the text you are looking at.



Q4 Before writing your Model answer
Example answer: 10/16 Band 6:

 As the text progresses, the writer of Source A becomes more 
uncertain how he feels as his emotions switch from feeling hopeful 
at times to feeling hopeless. This is shown by starting the extract 
with ‘We had lost that sense of hopelessness,’ but ending the 
extract with ‘My optimism evaporated’ so the reader can share his 
feelings of hope and despair. This is different to Source B where the 
writer opens her letter stating that she has ‘descended safely’. This 
means the drama is reduced because Gertrude feels and is safe. 
The rest of the letter describing the climb is like a flashback but 
there is less suspense because the reader already knows that she 
gets back safely. She feels ‘complete satisfaction’ about her 
adventure, demonstrating how delighted she is that she has 
returned successfully with only her awfully ‘bruised’ knees.

Blue 

highlights 

are opinions 

& green are 

quotations.



Q4 write your own Model Paragraph

Final task

Write a model paragraph of your own

 Select your quotations to compare from the 
beginning, middle or end. 

 Compare their attitudes using the quotations & 
notes you made.

 This way you will get marked for attitudes + 
comparisons + methods.


