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Structure 

The easiest way to 
think about structure 
is to think of it in 
terms of how 
something is built 
up.  

 Concrete + 
bricks + cement + 

wood + glass =

    

Or structure is the 
ingredients that go 
together to make 

something.

Lettuce + tomato 
+ onions + 

cheese + patty + 
a bun =



The overall effect of a piece of writing …

Character Locations 
changes

dialogu
e

Mood & 
cliff-hangersSettings

Passage of 
text

…depends on the combination of structural ingredients that the writer 
has used. 

Time & 
flashback

s

=



Alternatively you could compare the 
structural components of a text to the 
pieces of a jigsaw 

Characters – 
who have you 
been introduced 
to? 

First-person narrative,
Third person narrative.

Is there any dialogue?

Location – 
does this 
change in 
the passage? 

Time – how is time 
ordered
• Projections into the 

future
• Flashbacks
• Present

Mood & how the mood 
changes. Does it end 
on a..
              ..cliff-
hanger?

Is there any 
foreshadowing?



Here is how your Q3 will look in the 
exam:
copy Yellow highlights into exercise books.

A whole is that 
which has a..

Beginning
Middle

End

ARISTOTLE



The examiner is looking for:

Your ability to spot structure & the effect it has.  For example: 
The writer introduced a character at the top of a mountain who seemed 

excited by her surroundings, especially the isolation and the sense of 
stillness.

 Character, mood & location at beginning

Your ability to explore the source as a whole – not just isolated 
extracts. 
The writer presents a character who moves from a situation she is in 

control of to a situation where she is totally out of control. 
Character, events & mood, beginning & end)
How well you explain the effects of structure. 
A pass at Grade 4 would say: “A reader would feel shock at how quickly 

the situation the character was in moved from her feeling strong and 
powerful & in control of her life, to one where she was completely out of 
control and in danger of losing her life altogether.” 

Connections between beginning & end



Examining structure

Imagine your extract as a film. 

The camera may focus on the weather, zoom in on a 
character’s reactions; there may be some dialogue, a shift 
to a facial expression.

These ‘camera actions’ will set the scene, convey mood, 
and show emotion.

Task: watch the film clip on the next slide from War of the 
Worlds.



A storm comes… Film clip

Watch the 4min clip from the opening to 
War of the Worlds & then explain how the 
structure uses the storm to interest the 
reader.

1. What does the clip focus on at the start?
2. How does the mood/atmosphere shift as 

the location shifts to the back yard – 
identify two clear changes in mood? 
Consider the introduction of a new 
character and the way she reacts to the 
storm. 

3. How does the mood change towards the 
end when the main character uses strong 
‘taboo’ language in front of his daughter?

4. Describe how the main character’s 
feelings changed from the beginning to 
the end? 

                        

Click here for link



A storm comes… Answers
1. What does the clip focus on at the start? 

The main character, the calm outside the house, the other people, everyone seems curious, but not 
scared.

2. How does the mood/atmosphere shift as the location shifts to the back yard – identify two clear 
changes in mood? 

There is much more intense wind blowing at the back, people seem more nervous, the introduction of 
the daughter changes the mood – she seems really scared by the storm. When the lightning starts he 
seems more afraid but tries to hide it from her.

3. How does the mood change towards the end when the main character uses strong language in front 
of his daughter? 

An audience would be shocked to hear a parent swear in front of their child. This indicates that he’s 
genuinely scared by how the storm has developed.

4. Describe how the main character’s feelings changed from the beginning to the end? 

At the beginning he seemed calm and in control, there was no danger in his life. By the end, he felt 
scared even in his own house, possibly showing that danger was now everywhere around him.        



Now READ the Silent Land text
(Another story where there is an uncontrollable change in atmosphere)

Before starting consider any similarities between the two extracts: 

War of the Worlds & The Silent Land

Strong reactions?

Meeting another character?

Fear?

Calmness?

Danger?



The Language of Structure

Use the language of structure to explore the way the Silent Land 
text has been structured. Some examples of structure terms & 
where to use them:

Paragraph 1 – what does the writer focus/zoom in on?
Paragraph 2 – how and why does the focus shift.
Paragraph 3 – the last paragraph - does it link to the 

first, how has the mood changed?



Write 3 model paragraphs that each 
show how the writer makes the text 
interesting
Paragraph 1 – Location & Atmosphere: how does the writer 
grab the reader’s attention at the start? Lines 1-17

Consider Zoe’s reactions to the setting & how that shapes the 
mood:

1. The snow and the air around her, the lack of noise and the 
distance from anyone.

2. The references she makes to eagles, life & death.



Write 3 model paragraphs that each 
show how the writer makes the text 
interestingParagraph 2 – Does the new character introduced and the 
changing location change the mood? Lines 18 – 38.

 Who is the new character? Does the dialogue sound 
worried or excited?  

 We find out some background. Why were they there so 
early?

 The rumbling changes that begin from line 28. 

 Do the rumbling changes that begin from line 38. create a 
sense of unease for the character, or for the reader?



Write 3 model paragraphs that each 
show how the writer makes the text 
interestingParagraph 3– The ending. Lines 39-57. 

How does the dialogue at the end contrast with the 
dialogue in the middle? 

What do phrases like : “the roaring cloud” & 
“punched off her feet” suggest about the mood 
change at the end?

 How does the word silence at the very end contrast 
with silence at the beginning?



How did you do? Compare with ‘Band 5’

On the next few slides is a real student answer that got 
Band 5.

Compare the response to yours.

Highlight similarities. Similar quotations / similar 
comments.

Add at least one annotation per para - where you copy 
something the student said about structure that you 
missed.



How did you do? Opening:  ‘Band 5’
Highlight any similar comments in your response

The text begins in the mountains, and our attention is 
focussed on a single character, Zoe, who is  enjoying the 
stillness and beauty of the place. She seems to be in no 
rush to head down the hill and imagines herself as 
someone who could stay there forever, surviving like the 
eagles do. The very end shows how quickly the violence 
ends as Zoe is plunged into darkness. All she can hear is 
silence, but now it is a trapped silence to the silent 
freedom she felt at the start.



How did you do? Middle:  ‘Band 5’
Highlight any similar comments in your response

When the second character, Jake, (husband) joins her, they’re 
both thrilled by ‘the tranquillity, the silence’ that being there 
without any other skiers. Then the action moves forward quickly 
as they are ‘carving matching parallel tracks through the fresh 
snow’. When the avalanche starts Zoe looks at the beautiful ‘pillar 
of what looked like grey smoke’. The audience will recognise 
straight away that something is very wrong even though Zoe does 
not. In fact she continues to admire the beauty of the scene and 
begins to ‘smile’.



How did you do? Ending:  ‘Band 5’
Highlight any similar comments in your response

At this point, we experience a sense of panic as both we 
and Zoe realise that ‘it was an avalanche’. The tone of 
the dialogue has completely changed and Jake is now 
shouting orders rather than asking questions. The pace 
becomes really fast as the avalanche overtakes them 
and the violence of the impact can almost be felt by the 
audience as Zoe describes the snow hitting her.
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