
Language 
Features 

AO2 

Simple



Lesson Objectives:

✔  Learn language features and their definitions 

✔  Create your own examples of language features 

✔  Identify language features in an unseen text 



What does analyse mean?
When you analyse you 

look at something in 
detail.

What do we mean by 
subject terminology?

Subject terminology refers 
to words used specific to the 

subject (in our case that’s 
GCSE English). 
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On a scale of 1-5 (1 being not at all confident 
and 5 being extremely confident) how 
confident are you with the following:

❑  Knowing your language features and their definitions 

❑  Being able to identify language features in a piece of text 

❑  Being able to explain how the language feature is effective 

❑  Including language features in your creative and extended writing (question 5’s)



Simile

Onomatopoeia 

Alliteration

Personification

Metaphor

Rhetorical Question

Emotive Language

Repetition 

1. A question asked directly to the reader that 
doesn’t require an answer.

2. A word or phrase repeated to create effect or 
impact for the reader.

3. Attributing human emotions to something that 
isn’t human to create an effect for the reader. 

4. A descriptive technique that compares one thing 
to another usually using ‘as’ or ‘like’.

5. Words or sentences used to bring about an 
emotional reaction from the reader.

6. Words that sound like what they mean.

7. A descriptive technique that names a person, 
place or thing as something else.

8. When two or more words, in the same sentence, 
start with the same letter to create an effect for the 
reader.

COMPLETE 
THIS ACTIVITY 

IN YOUR 
BOOKLETS



S
O
A
P
A
M
A
Z
E
S

Use the acronym 
to help you 
remember 

language features 
P1 – Q5 



Simile
Onomatopoeia
Alliteration
Personification
Active nouns
Metaphor
Adjectives
Zoom in/out
Exaggeration/Emotive Lang 
Senses

Use the acronym 
to help you 
remember 

language features 



D
A
F
O
R
E
S
T
E
R

Use the acronym 
to help you 
remember 

language features 
P2 Q5 



Direct address
Alliteration
Facts
Opinions
Rhetorical Questions
Emotive language
Statistics
Triple (rule of three)
Expert opinions
Repetition

Use the acronym 
to help you 
remember 

language features 



Alliteration

Can you define it?

Alliteration is a 
sequence of words 
that start with the 

same letter (or 
sound) 

e.g. Arthur the 
Amazing Albatross 



Some examples:



Create  a piece of alliteration using 
your name 

Alliteration is a 
sequence of words 
that start with the 

same letter (or sound) 
e.g. Arthur the 

Amazing Albatross 



Simile

Can you define it?

A simile is a figure of 
speech involving the 
comparison of two 
things using ‘as’ or 
‘like’ e.g. ‘He was a 
quiet as a mouse’.



Some examples:



Create a simile that represents you… 
what would you compare yourself to?

A simile is a figure of 
speech involving the 
comparison of two 
things using ‘as’ or 
‘like’ e.g. ‘He was a 
quiet as a mouse’.

As quiet as 
a mouse



Metaphor

Can you define it?

A Metaphor is a figure of 
speech in which a word 

or phrase is applied to an 
object or action to which 

it is not literally 
application e.g. “He is a 

pig!”.



Some examples:





Can you turn your simile into 
a metaphor?

A Metaphor is a figure of 
speech in which a word 

or phrase is applied to an 
object or action to which 

it is not literally 
application e.g. “He is a 

pig!”.



HYPERBOLE

Can you define it?

Hyperbole is 
exaggeration for effect 

e.g. “I’m starving!” (when 
you’re merely hungry).



Some examples:



What exaggerated statement (hyperbole) 
would people make about you?

For example:



onomatopoeia

Can you define it?

Onomatopoeia is a 
word that sounds like 
what it describes e.g. 
Crash, bang, thump, 

boom, bang, hiss, 
plop, whistle, rustle.



Make a list of the 
onomatopoeia 

words you might 
hear in one of the 
locations listed:

• Train station
• Haunted house
• Beach
• Battle scene



What sound (onomatopoeia) best 
describes you?

For example: 

If you’re always rushing 
around.



personification

Can you define it?

Personification is the 
attribution of human 

qualities or emotions to 
something non-human 
e.g:  ‘The wind whistled 

through the trees’.





Choose 1 of the images below and write a sentence personifying 
the image:

For example: The one 
lonely slice of pizza left 

was calling my name



FIND THE FOLLOWING 
LANGUAGE FEATURES IN 

THE EXTRACT:

✔ Simile

✔ Metaphor

✔ Alliteration

✔ Onomatopoeia

✔ Personification

The wind howled like a wolf in 
the night. Across the field, I 

could see the outline of leaves 
dancing daintily in the night. 
BANG! My heart was a drum, 

beating heavily against my chest. 
Creeping slowly through the 

path, my skin brushed against 
some nettles; their sting was like 

a thousand piercing needles. 



❑  Knowing your language features and their definitions 

❑  Being able to identify language features in a piece of text 

❑ Being able to explain how the language feature is effective 

❑ Including language features in your creative and extended writing (question 5’s)

Has it improved?

On a scale of 1-5 (1 being not at all confident 
and 5 being extremely confident) how 

confident are you now with the following:


